INTRODUCTION

METHODS
In order to separate and characterize ths different regional faunas within the Amazonian fauna, we used the following taxonomic cate gories :
-monospecific and limited-species gene ra, endemic in parts of the Amazonian basin;
-groups of closely related species until now only known by punctual or quasi-punctual signalizations;
-species with a medium-range distri bution;
-subspecies, used in a few cases.
The use of such different categories may at first seem surprising, but in a preliminary study any local originality (from morphs or chromatic types to genera) is useful in dis tinguishing a biogeographical entity.
For a given group and for each taxonomic level, all the known signalizations were mapped and the resulting figures were superimposed.
The Bactrophorinae (124 species) and the Proctolabinae (77 species) were treated sepa rately. In both cases, four zones of maximum superimposition were revealed ( fig. 1 .2). For both subfamilies, the contours of these zones delimit the distribution area of the endemic elements that characterize each dispersal center. Some polycentric distributions also appeared, and they will be studied in the section dealing with faunistic relations be tween centers. The consistency of the results confirms that the use of different taxonomic levels is fully justified.
DISPERSAL CENTERS
The four dispersal centers defined in the above manner are almost the same as those recognized by Muller (1973) for terrestrial vertebrates. We will, therefore keep his termi nology. However, Muller differentiates a fift n center (Para), located to the east of the Rio Tocantins, a region for which we have no information on the groups concerned.
The two western centers, Napo in the north and Ucayali in the south, are clearly differentiated for the Bactrophorinae (Fig. 1 ) . 1) The region south of the Lower Amazon between the Rio Xingu and the Atlantic coast.
2) The Venezuelan and the Rio Negro regions. These boundary overlappings appear on the maps to be limited to the main rivers, but as most of the samples that enabled us to detect them were located along these barriers, the Thus, the Madeira center is characterized by some Proctolabinae, often thamnophilous and having a polycentric distribution (Fig. 3) . In the subfamily Proctolabinae, it is the fauna of this region which shows the strongest dispersal tendency, representing both the eco logical characteristics of the Madeira center (less dense forest) and the behavioral particu larities of the group.
OVERLAPPING
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISPERSAL CENTERS
The sizes of the gaps between the different taxons present in the dispersal area show that the changes which gave rise to them took place at different periods and were probably related to several expansions of a suitable vegetation (Prance, 1978) .
Although the arboreal fauna of the Ucayali center is insufficiently known, the contours of the center were able to be delimited through the study of the Pactrophorinae and the Proc tolabinae. However, the occidental part of this center is also characterized by its diversity of species of Ommatolampae ( 4 ) (Fig. 4) 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE AMAZONIAN CENTERS w
As shown by the Madeira Proctolabinae and No longer situated at the genus or the species level but at the tribe level, the peculiar 
RELATIONS WITH THE ATLANTIC FOREST
The arboreal fauna of the Atlantic Forest is very poorly known at the present time.
Moreover, as a consequence of intense agri culture and breeding, any hope of obtaining more knowledge about this region seems to be already lost. 
